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Who Will Care for Me?
Children without Parental Care in Tanzania

„Our children are the rock on which our future will 
be built, our greatest asset as a nation. They will 
be the leaders of our country, the creators of our  
national wealth who care for and protect our 
people.” [Nelson Mandela, 3 June 1995]

The orphaned, abandoned, abused, neglected, exploited, trafficked or lost child 
who lacks parental care: Who cares for him? For her? Who gives this child adequate 
care, protection and support in a happy, loving and understanding family environ-
ment? In Tanzania, for a long time, the extended family, kin or community cared 
for the child. However, effects of the HIV and AIDS epidemic, chronic poverty and 
social disintegration have gradually weakened the traditional childcare structures. 
Children without parental care are left in need of alternative means of care and 
protection.

A study of the law and practice of alternative childcare in Tanzania attempts to 
answer the question of the research. It also aspires to influence reforms in the area 
of child welfare in Tanzania. A special reference is paid to child adoption by resident 
non-Tanzanians and non-resident Tanzanians to expose the role adoption could 
play in providing family-based care should the existing law, policy, institutional 
setup and practice be improved.
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